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These practices were stigmatized by the House of Commons
as ' arbitrary, illegal, and an abuse to the subject' *. A
century later the whole question was re-opened when Par-
liament received petitions from manufacturers in the North
and East of England, complaining of frauds in the spinning
of yarn by short reeling, and praying for power to nominate
inspectors 2. Individual manufacturers were unwilling to
expose themselves to the resentment of their workpeople by
prosecuting them for fraud. Accordingly the Worsted Act
of 1777 empowered the worsted makers of the North (York-
shire, Lancashire and Cheshire) to appoint a committee with
inspectors for the detection and prosecution of embezzle-
ment 3. In later years similar powers were given to other
parts of England 4.
One explanation of defective spinning and fraudulent Earnings
reeling was the low rates of remuneration. This was recog-
nized by Elizabethan statesmen : " Necessity doth partly
enforce them thereunto for lack of sufficient wages and allow-
ance for their workmanship at the hands of the clothier"5—
an excellent illustration of the economic maxirn that cheap
labour is dear labour. In the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries England's greatest industry rested largely on the
basis of sweated labour; and though practised spinners might
be better paid, a large portion of the spinning population re-
ceived only a meagre pittance. Evidence was given at a
Yorkshire trial under Charles I. showing that " the poor that
spin the wool, though they work very hard, cannot gain 4d.
a day towards their living . . . the majority earn 2d. or
3d." 6. According to a writer in 1677, two spinners could
spin in one day three-quarters of a pound of thread ' worth
twelvepence per pound spinning'7. Arthur Young, nearly a
1 House of Commons Journals, xi. 95 (1694).
 *	Ibid, xxxvi. 85, 95, 113 ; xxxix. 921, 971 ; xl. 78, 6n, 615, 866, 876;
xlvi. 139, 160.    These petitions cover the years 1777-1790.
 *	Statutes at Large, viii. 498.
 *	Suffolk (1784), Leicestershire, Lincolnshire and neighbouring counties
(1785), Norfolk and Norwich (1791) : ibid. ix. 361, 519 ;  xii. 171.
5 Bland, Brown and Tawney, English Economic History ; Select Docu-
ments, 337.	6 1638 : Victoria County History, Yorkshire, ii. 415.
7 Harford, Proposals for . . . a Working Alms-House (i&7j)in.Harleian
Miscellany (ed. Malham), viii. 121 ; Some Considerations for Employing the
Poor of this Kingdom, By a member of the House of Commons (1737), 7.
See infra, Appendix, p. 473, No. I,
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